
 1 

 

EXPLORING THE USG ARCHIVES 

 

Among the largest collections in the USG Archives is that of the Orders of Service, 

the simple flyer which orients the visitor to the Sunday service.  These have been 

collected over the century and a half of USG’s history, sometimes more 

conscientiously than others.  They provide a small window into that service, that 

week, that month, that year, that minister’s tenure.  We hope you will enjoy this 

sampling of small glimpses into our past. 

 

In compiling this display, we were forced to acknowledge that small brochures, 

standing behind glass, are difficult to read and appreciate.  We hope that this 

website display of images of the Orders of Service with commentary will allow 

better perusal and accompanying reflection on content.   

 

 
THE ORDERS OF SERVICE COLLECTION  

The Archives Committee is midway in its resurrection and cataloging mission.  

What comprises our collection is not yet entirely known.  However, here is a 

preliminary reckoning of the Orders of Service.   

 

An early method of archiving the Orders of Service was to bind them into books.  

Our bound volumes cover the years from 1928 to 1963. 

 

The loose brochures are more patchwork.  We hold annual collections for the 

years:  

- 1965-1968 

- 1984-1987 

- 1997 – 2008 

- 2010 - 2017 

 

We would welcome contributions from members of the congregation who might 

find Orders of Service among their papers, especially covering the gap years.  

Contact Susan Bockius (sbockius43@gmail.com) or Kay Weiser 

(kweiser7825@verizon.net). 
 

 



 2 

 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1930.   

This Order of Service dates from the tenure of the Reverend Doctor William 

Laurence Sullivan. 
 

(BACK PAGE)  DR. SULLIVAN’S WORDS OF DEDICATION OF THE CURTIS [ALTAR] 

WINDOW MOSAIC.  “This morning, dear friends, for a minute or two allow me to 

call your attention to the completion of a new adornment to this building—the 

gold mosaic round the chancel window.”  Dr. Sullivan further comments:  “It is a 

rare and particularly moving satisfaction to us that one of our own congregation 

designed and achieved this addition to the church’s simple loveliness.”  

 

That congregational member was Nicola Goodwin D’Ascenzo, Jr.  (1905–1958), 

son of Nicola D’Ascenzo (1871-1954) and Myrtle Dell Goodwin (1864–1954).  

Nicola, the father, married Myrtle Goodwin, a long-time USG member, in 1894.   
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 Nicola, the son, left; father Nicola right 
 

Father D’Ascenzo was a nationally known stained glass artist and creator of the 

greater portion of USG’s stained glass.  His son started a studio for the making of 

mosaics in America.   This was considered a bold move, as mosaics for centuries 

had been made almost exclusively in Italy.  USG is the fortunate recipient of one 

of son-D’Ascenzo’s handsome mosaics. 
 

Sullivan goes on to say, “The chancel window is a memorial to Eleanor Pillsbury 

Pennell whose shortened life left a gracious remembrance.”  Sullivan doesn’t tell 

us, but research reveals that Pillsbury Pennell was the daughter of Cyrus Curtis’ 

second wife, Kate Stanwood Cutter Pillsbury Curtis, and that this daughter died at 

the young age of 28.  As the stained glass window which the mosaic surrounds is 

the gift of Cyrus Curtis, Philadelphia publisher, long-time USG member and 

benefactor, the window and mosaic form a linked family statement. 
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    Cyrus Hermann Kotzschmar Curtis (1850-1933) 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1930 (continued) 

(INSIDE). ANNOUNCEMENTS:  “OUR BOY SCOUT TROOP.”   USG sponsored a Boy 

Scout Troop, as those who saw the film of USG’s dedication at the Annual Dinner 

last spring may remember.  In the Order of Service, we have a recitation of the 

Troop’s accomplishments, which were many.  We note with sadness that one of 

the entertainments at the annual father and son dinner was a minstrel show.   
 
 



 5 

 
 

 

OCTOBER 1958.  In this period, an Order of Service covered the entire month.   

Hymns and titles of readings and talks were announced on the individual Sunday.   

 

PULPIT FOR OCTOBER:  Among anticipated speakers for the month was Dr. 

Reinhold Niebuhr, Professor at Union Theological Seminary, and noted liberal 

religious and political figure of mid-20
th

 Century America. He spoke at USG 

frequently during USG’s Ecumenical Pulpit.  Until I looked him up, I didn’t know 

that he was the author of The Serenity Prayer. 
 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

Courage to change the things I can, 

And wisdom to know the difference. 

  

BAPTISMS, MARRIAGES, IN MEMORIAM.  This monthly Order of Service also acts 

as a registry of Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths for the year.  We note under 

deaths that 1958 was the year in which the maker of the altar mosaic (see prior 

entry), Nicola G. D’Ascenzo, passed away. 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES.   Listed in the monthly Order of Service are the Standing 

Committees of the Church with their membership.  We note members also known 

for their contribution of stained glass windows:   
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- Mr. H. Walter Forster, on the Employee Retirement Committee;  donor 

of nave window L-1 (see diagram at the end of the article). 

- Miss Elizabeth Madeira, Flower Committee; donor of Clerestory window 

L-106. 

- Friends of Nicetown included both Mrs. H. W. Forster and Elizabeth 

Madeira.   

 

 
OCTOBER 1958, CONTINUED 

 

CALENDAR NOTICES FOR OCTOBER:  Events for the month were a combination of 

social justice concerns (the President of the ACLU was scheduled to speak on 

Friday October 10), and fun (on the 17
th

 there would be square dancing).   

 

SPECIAL NOTICES:   There was a World Politics Adult Discussion Group, which met 

on ten Tuesday evenings, as well as an open invitation to participate in the Choir 

and Orchestra.   

 

DINNER DISCUSSION GROUPS CONTINUED.  This was a pot-luck in members’ 

homes once a month.  One could choose from among suggested topics when 

signing up—a delightful array from “Current Ideas and Affairs” to “Albert 

Schweizer.” 
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WORD FROM THE MINISTER at the bottom of the page.  MFD (that being Max F. 

Daskam) gives a ringing endorsement of the Dinner Discussion Groups as a way to 

make new friends.   

 

 
 

OCTOBER 1961.  The practice of a single Order of Service for the month 

continued, as did “Dinner Discussion Groups” and the listing of Baptisms and 

Deaths.   

 

Under “In Memoriam” we note the passing of George Nitzsche, donor with his 

wife of the L-5 and R-5 stained glass windows in the Sanctuary (see diagram at the 

end of the article).  Nitzsche was also the creator of a remarkable autograph 

collection of famous Unitarians, gifted to USG as a teaching tool, and now housed 

at the Massachusetts Historical Society.  See https://www.masshist.org/collection-

guides/view/fa0304 , where the collection is held in Nitzsche’s name.  Its contents 

may be viewed on line.    
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Planned for the October 29 pulpit was an address by Dr. Allan [sic] W. Watts.  

Alan W. Watts (1915-1973) was a noted cultural figure in the 1960’s.  This 

interesting English-born scholar and religious man was a cultural bridge for the 

Western-born to the concepts and practices of Zen Buddhism.  His book, Nature, 

Man, and Woman, was published in 1958.  There are more than 70 of his 

recorded lectures currently available on YouTube. 

 

 
 

OCTOBER 1961 (continued) 

CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER.  On Tuesday, October 10 at 10 AM the Samuel 

Longfellow Alliance (the women’s guild of USG) hosted speaker Dr. Althea Hottel.  

It was Dr. Hottel who, during her Presidency of the American Association of 

University Women, worked to have racial restrictions on membership removed.  

This was achieved in 1949.  
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  Dr. Althea Hottel. 

 

On October 14, one could “square dance for the dishwasher.” (!) 

 

SPECIAL NOTICE.  The Flaming Spirit, a book of meditations and prayers by Dr. 

William Laurence Sullivan, edited by Max Daskam et al, was announced for sale.  

(It is still available on Amazon for $4.98.) 

 

 
November 24, 1963 

On November 22, 1963, President John F. Kennedy was assassinated while riding 

in a motorcade in Dallas TX.  The Unitarian Society of Germantown held a 

Memorial Service on November 24.  USG member and U.S. Senator Joseph S. 

Clark, Jr. provided meaningful leadership during this shattering event.   The text 

above is excerpted from Senator Clark’s remarks. 

 

The Clark family were long-time members of USG. Their stained glass window gifts 

go back to the first church at Chelten and Greene, windows R-102 and R-103, 
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imported from the English firm Heaton Butler and Bayne, and moved to the new 

Lincoln Drive Church in 1930.   

 

Joseph Jr. was raised in Germantown and Chestnut Hill.  Educated for the law and 

a former WWII Army Colonel, he went on to be elected Mayor of Philadelphia 

(1951 – 1955), heading a reformist Democratic Party.  He was elected to the U. S. 

Senate in 1956 and again in 1962.  His defeat in 1968 is generally ascribed to his 

support for gun control and opposition to the Viet Nam War.  

 

 Senator Joseph S. Clark, Jr. 
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JUNE 4, 1995.  The Rev. Nina Grey and the Rev. A. William Forward were our ministers.  

Mark Daugherty was Music Director. 

 

Back Page.  The Flower Communion would be celebrated on June 11, in recognition of 

beloved community.  And, speaking of community, the East Mt. Airy Neighbors annual 

meeting is announced here. 

 

 
 

This June 4 service was a celebration of the completion of the Religious Education 

Program year, with co-chairs Linda Smith and Bill Downes providing a perspective.  

A youthful Beth Sprinkle lit the chalice.  David Bernstein’s graduation from high 

school is noted.   

 

Several young adults presented their credos (see the heading, “This I Believe”).  

Leidy Bonanno was one of those young adults.  We note with sadness that Leidy’s 

life was tragically cut short eight years later, in 2003.   Her mother, Kathy Sheeder 

Bonano (1956-2017), would write of the painful loss in her 2009 award-winning 

book of poetry, Slamming Open the Door.  Kathy went on to establish 

“Musehouse,. . . a haven for writers” in Chestnut Hill. (Chestnut Hill Local). 
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 Leidy Bonano           Kathy Bonano    

 

REFERENCE 

 

USG Stained Glass Windows. 
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